Dear folks,

time flies, and in between there is the Football World Cup that may have absorbed the interest of one or two among you…

Last Friday, we treated the first part of chapter 4 again, and Martin started his presentation of the second half. Before we continue with this, however, I’d want Matthias to complete his elaborations ob binding. Binding is such an important part in syntax that it won’t hurt when he completes my rather unsystematic remarks of last Friday.

So the plan for June 30 is to complete chapter four and start with chapter five. In our residual treatment of chapter four, we will go through

· c-command and binding again

· ditransitives

· linking

· the general architecture of the system. Concerning this, you might also want to look at the notes on this topic I sent last week

Re chapter five, Gregory will tell us that, and why

· sentences are also kinds of phrases and are therefore headed (i.e., have a head)

· that head, curiously, is not the semantically most prominent item, namely the verb, but a functional element called tense (abbreviated T)

Next week, Holger will complete chapter five, dealing with the important phenomena of “head movement” and “do-support.” The latter is one of the special features of English syntax and still isn’t fully explored or explained. You may, for example, ponder the question why there is do-support in object questions, but not in subject questions (“Who did Bill see?” – Answer: “Bill saw John” versus “Who saw John?” – Answer, again: “Bill saw John”)?

After the coming session on June 30, we have three other session, i.e., July 7, July 14, and July 21. Going at the rate of half a chapter per session, this will enable us to also complete chapter six, which is marvelous.

You may also envisage an informal meeting on the last day of the semester, July 28. This could be filled by whatever we please: snacks, a drink or two, a video featuring Chomsky or whatever… Just think about it. This is not obligatory, but we can do it if there is the time and desire on the part of at least some.

Let me conclude by advertising Günther Grewendorf’s new book on Noam Chomsky. It’s due out in September in the renowned Beck Verlag. Grewendorf, teaching in Frankfurt, is one of the top Chomsky specialists, not only in Germany, but the world. I’m pretty sure that the Chomsky volume is more like the book he co-authored in the 1980s,  Sprachliches Wissen, than his Minimalistische Syntax, a so-called introduction which gives even people like myself a headache.
