The Continuing Search for Universal Grammar: 

Noam Chomsky’s Minimalist Program

Proseminar I: Friday, 12:45 to 14:15 / Lecturer: Michael Schiffmann

After my WS 2005/2006 seminar on “English Syntax,” this is another syntax seminar for all those who really want to know. My last syntax seminar was based on the most recent book by Andrew Radford and acquainted the students with the modern version of generative grammar. Since this worked surprisingly well, I feel encouraged to base this seminar on Dave Adger’s book on Core Syntax, which is even more geared to undergraduate students than Radford’s.

There will be extensive advance material on my website www.againstthecrimeofsilence.de to give students the opportunity to get acquainted with the material we will be covering.

Even though this book is based on the latest theories in the framework of Noam Chomsky’s generative grammar, much can be learned that will also be useful for dealing with or working within other frameworks. Undoubtedly, you’ll need some steadfastness, but if you’re interested in syntax per so and at least one form of theorizing about it, you’ll be rewarded.

The underpinning of it at is a linguistic and philosophical approach that connects language and language learning to human nature. Linguists in the generative paradigm want to find out and delineate what it is that human beings bring to the task of language acquisition, a something that for centuries has been called Universal Grammar or UG. Noam Chomsky’s “minimalist program,” here sketched out by David Adger in an eminently accessible way, is one of the latest attempts to contribute to solving that question.

Tutorial: Thursday, 12:15 to 13:45 / Iwo Iwanov 

This tutorial will serve the purpose of dealing with questions that could turn out somewhat problematic during the proseminar. As became apparent during the “English Syntax” proseminar in the WS of 2005/2006, a lot of questions may and certainly will arise. Unfortunately, the time did not always suffice to deal with all the particularities which could pose problems. The tutorial will be mainly dedicated to these questions.


Another aspect of the tutorial will consist of deepening the thoughts dealing with key concepts of the minimalist programme, linguistic theory and linguistics as such. Some general key questions will hopefully spark some discussions.


Manifold materials will be available on my homepage www.words-in-world.de under “Sum.Sem. 06”.     
Literature: 

Adger, David (2003): Core Syntax. A Minimalist Approach. New York: Oxford University Press. 

A Xerox will be available for € 20 from the end of March, since the original is very expensive.

