Text: Chomsky, Noam: Cartesian Linguistics, A Chapter in the History of Rationalist Thought, Second Edition edited with a new introduction by James McGilvray, Cybereditions Corporation Christchurch, New Zealand 2002.

Introduction:

8: Creativity of language use. Can only be explained by taking innate concepts for granted.

9: Rationalist centre: Free Will. Creativity – innateness: otherwise we would not be able to perform the simplest actions.

10: Concepts in the head, triggering by experience. Critical age and need for diverse stimulus. Empiricists: Mere training. Language acquisition: Too little time, too much output.

11: The problem of contextual appropriateness: Only to be explained by innate ideas.

12: The concept of a generative universal transformational grammar could explain how languages function at their deep level (deep structure). This grammar would be a kind of biological heritage.

13: Three characteristics of language use: 1) stimulus free 2) boundless  3) appropriateness
Note: Chomsky wants to go beyond the mere descriptiveness of contemporary linguistic theory ( explanation.
14: Computers cannot produce appropriate output.

15: Language is not for mere communication. It is used for the free expression of thought. Language as social action is only one aspect.

17: Chomsky against Skinner (behaviourist).

19: I-Language. Lateralisation of distinct brain areas ( modularity of mind. See also current efforts in neurological research.

22: Lateralisation is biologically conditioned. Language not mere instrument: it in itself is creative. Behaviour is undetermined but reasonable.

25: Poverty of stimulus: 3 aspects: 1) fast 2) same 3) deficient input (nativism).
26: Chomsky and Plato: ideas are innate. 

27: A theory of all possible languages is searched for, capable of explaining all possible languages. Critically: Could historically conditioned language change then be explained or predicted?
29: Languages differ more in sound than in structure. Deep and surface structure: Meaning – realisation. Acquisition: UG is triggered ( acquisition almost happens automatically.

31: The world is a construct of the mind. We can only perceive it, because we have the structuring principles already in us.
32: People’s minds are the same. ( Equality among people.

33: “Experience does not form concepts; it serves to trigger an internal mechanism – language, perhaps, or vision – promoting it to produce a concept that is one of the possible configurations of that particular mental mechanism. Against Bloomfield. Against structuralists like Piaget and Saussure.

36: Language as a universal problem-solving capacity.

38: Analogy and similarity is useless. It cannot explain the process of language acquisition.

39: Libertarian view of the world. Everybody has to be able to exert his/her capacities in a free and unconstrained manner.

40: Rationalist view makes more sense of human creativity than the empiricist view.

Preface and Introduction:

45: What are the mental processes that underlie language production and use? 

49: Generative Grammar: Description of the tacit competence that underlies language production.

Creative aspect of language use:
51: Animal – automatic. Man – creative. Animals do not have language. Man does.

54: Language as a bridge to cross the problems posed by solipsism. I can only know that the other is like me because of a presumption based on his/her linguistic behaviour.

55: Human – stimulus free. Animals – stimulus bound.

57: Man – metaphysical and abstract concepts. Animal – here and now.

58: Against Bloomfield (“analogy”).

63: Infinite use of finite means.        

64: Referential usage of language is not creative (against Quine).

69: Language is not learnt by repetitions and generalisations. These concepts can only give a limited account.

70: Language as a mirror of the mind.

Deep and Surface Structure: 

73: The structure of a sentence can reflect mental processes. Deep structure: underlying abstract structure that determines its semantic interpretation. Surface structure: the superficial organisation determining the phonetic interpretation.

75: The deep structure is a system of propositions (implicit meaning) that are transformed into a surface structure by means of rules of transformation. All languages have the same deep structure.

77: The system of transformational generative grammar can specify the system of the underlying deep structure and thus it can outline language universals.

Description and Explanation in Linguistics:

82: Critically: Can’t there be mental entities that cannot be expressed by an adequate surface structure?
83: Against Bloomfield.

89: A general universal grammar could explain all the possible languages and would have to be seen in relation to the general mental processes which underlie any language production.

91: A mere descriptive approach to linguistics would not be enough. An explanatory approach is needed.   

Acquisition and use of Language: 

94: “The central doctrine of Cartesian linguistics is that the general features of grammatical structure are common to all languages and reflect certain fundamental properties of the mind.”

95: There is a general interpretative principle enabling us to recognise patterns.

96: Platonic: The soul knows something, but this knowledge is hidden and has to be triggered to become of some awareness.

101: Perception is an active act.

Summary:   

104: 1) Creative aspect of language. 2) Universal Grammar. 3) Transformational Generative Grammar. 3) Insufficiency of empirical approach.

	Whorf
	Chomsky

	- language moulds thought

- languages vary in principle
- no innate ideas (behaviourist)

- languages can differ in unpredictable ways

- mind is moulded (bilingualism)

- each language – particular identities

- prototypes are different throughout languages
	- thought can be uttered in language

- languages vary gradually

- innate ideas (rationalist)

- constraints on language differentiation

- mental concepts are the same throughout all of the known languages

- everybody is the same throughout mankind 

- every language has the same deep structure



	Prototype and cryptotype                       -----------------        Surface structure and deep structure

“Higher Ego”                                           ----------------         Universal Grammar




